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SPECIAL   AREAS.

deci'de'd in 1921 to abolish the penal settlement and develop
the area which it covered as a free colony. The headquarters of
the administration is at Port Blair, which is distant 360 miles
from Rangoon and something more than twice that length of
voyage from Madras or Calcutta. The indigenous inhabitants
of the islands are among the most primitive of mankind; it is
only some part of the South Andaman and the islands adjacent
to it (totalling 473 square miles), which has been really occupied
and administered.
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